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Abstract

The Hayashi family was one of the families that served the Owari clan as falconers
in the Edo period. Recently, new documents and books on falconry passed down in
this family have been discovered. In this paper, these findings are introduced and
the necessary information is gathered to understand the actual circumstances of the
falconers who served for various clans and carried out their activities during the
early modern period. Information that helps to clarify the cultural role falconers
played is also presented. Specifically, this paper focuses on the guidebook on
falconry for beginners, one of the types of literature on falconry passed down in the
Hayashi family, and analyzes this text. This guidebook was written by Mitsushige
Hayashi, a falconer who served the Owari clan in the late 18th and early 19th
centuries, evidently to convey the knowledge of falconry as a kind of education for
enlightenment. This suggests that thank to such kind of literature falconers wrote,

falconry may have developed into an educational culture for samurai.
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